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the questions was one which, at the time, gave me
great thought, and still retains its significance. It
was, "Have the Montenegrins any institutions on
which a national future can be built?" He was
desirous of knowing if Montenegro could be made
the nucleus of a great south Slavonic organization.
I was unable to give him any assurance of the exist-
ence of anything beyond the primitive and patri-
archal state which fitted its present position, in which
a personal government by a wise prince is sufficient
to reach all the needs of the population. And to-day
I am of the opinion that a greatly enlarged Monte-
negro would run the danger of becoming a little
Russia, in which the best ruler would be lost in the
intricacies of the intrigues and personal ambitions
that facilitate corruption and injustice, and where
the worst ruler might easily become a curse to all
his neighbors. Gladstone's good-will had its issue
later in the enforced restitution to Montenegro of
the district of Antivari and Dulcigno, which the
Montenegrin army had taken, but evacuated, pend-
ing the disposition of the congress which after S.
Stefano regulated the treaty of peace.

Lord Bath, beside the political question, was inter-
ested in the religious situation of the principality,
which has maintained its national existence and char-
acter through its form of ecclesiastical organization,
that of the Orthodox faith. He had sent me on
two occasions considerable sums of money for the
wounded and the families of the killed in the war,
and always took a vivid interest in its fortunes* He